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Convention 
plans for 
GOP carry 
on despite 
pandemic 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


The plan called for hundreds 
of media members to tour Spec- 
trum Center and the Charlotte 
Convention Center Wednesday, 
eyeing work spaces, camera 
angles and TV suites for this 
summer’s Republican National 
Convention. 

Instead, the GOP’s media 
“walk-through” took place in a 
teleconference. 

Republican officials are still 
moving ahead with plans for an 
August convention that would 
bring 50,000 people to Char- 
lotte for the four-day gathering, 
including at least 1,200 related 
receptions and other events. 

But even with the most careful 
planning, the COVID-19 pan- 
demic looms as the great dis- 
rupter — one that still could 
force dramatic changes. 

Convention CEO Marcia Lee 
Kelly told reporters Wednesday 
that “public safety is para- 
mount,” even if delegates have 
to wear masks and social dis- 
tance in the arena. Organizers 
are flexible, she said, but forging 
ahead. 

“Four months from now is like 
a world, a universe, away,” she 
said. “We are moving full steam 
ahead to ... a historic conven- 
tion.” 

In March, President Donald 
Trump told Fox News host Sean 
Hannity that there’s “no way” he 
would cancel the convention. But 
Democrats, who already moved 
their convention back from July 
to August because of the pan- 
demic, are making other con- 
tingency plans. 

Joe Biden, the party’s pre- 
sumptive presidential nominee, 
told ABC News that the party 
“may have to do a virtual con- 
vention.” 

“We may not be able to put 10, 
20, 30,000 people in one place, 
and that’s very possible,” he 
said. 

Nobody knows exactly what 
the nation’s health situation will 
look like in late August. Nobody 
knows when people will feel 
comfortable gathering in crowds 
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Mecklenburg COVID-19 cases 


top 1,000, 


may peak in June 


RICK BONNELL rbonnell@charlotteobserver.com 


Adorned with “Stay Home” and “Stay Safe” signs, the statue of Hugh McManaway in the median of Queens Road at the intersection with 
Providence Road is still giving people directions — this time on how to stay safe in the age of the coronavirus. 


BY BRUCE HENDERSON 
bhenderson@charlotteobserver.com 


The coronavirus outbreak 
passed a grim milestone in 
Mecklenburg County on 
Wednesday, topping 1,000 
positive tests for COVID-19, 
the disease that so far has 
killed 19 people in the county. 

County health officials re- 
ported 1,052 cases, up 59 from 
the previous day after only 18 
new cases were reported Tues- 
day. Three new deaths were 
also reported. 

Despite the sharp rise in 
reported cases Wednesday, 


state and local health officials 
say the rate at which the virus 
spreads is slowing as the ef- 
fects of social distancing take 
hold. 

“We’re flattening the curve 
and fewer people are getting 
sick at the same time,” Secre- 
tary Mandy Cohen of the state 
Department of Health and 
Human Services said Wednes- 
day. 

Statewide, 5,123 cases and 
117 deaths have been reported, 
DHHS said Wednesday. The 
number of North Carolinians 
hospitalized due to coronavirus 
rose to 431, after dropping in 
two of the previous three days. 


The number of Mecklenburg 
cases reported has fluctuated 
in recent days, as the differ- 
ence between the Tuesday and 
Wednesday totals illustrate. 
Wednesday’s higher totals 
might include a backlog of 
cases after a slowdown in test- 
ing over Easter weekend. 

“You can see a little bit of a 
slowing at the top of the 
graph,” public health director 
Gibbie Harris said Tuesday 


about daily totals. “Part of that, 


we believe, is an artifact of 
testing. There was reduced 
testing over the holiday week- 
end and therefore a reduced 
number of positives coming in 


at this point.” 

Health officials add that the 
totals are only snapshots, since 
many people who have CO- 
VID-19 have not been tested. 

Easing away from restric- 
tions that have shuttered busi- 
nesses and thrown hundreds of 
thousands of North Carolinians 
out of work will happen slowly, 
Gov. Roy Cooper told reporters 
Wednesday. 

Cooper laid out three crite- 
ria: Increased testing to detect 
who’s sick with the virus and 
who has recovered from it; 
greatly expanded contact trac- 
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Atrium, Novant: Charlotte field 
hospital not needed for now 


BY ALISON KUZNITZ 
AND HANNAH SMOOT 


akuznitz@charlotteobserver.com 
hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 


Novant Health and Atrium 
Health are dropping a request — 
for now — for a 600-bed field 
hospital intended to help man- 
age a surge of coronavirus cases 
in Mecklenburg County. 

Hospital leaders told County 
Manager Dena Diorio in a letter 
Wednesday they believe the two 
systems have enough capacity 
to manage future needs, based 
on the recent pace of new cases. 

“We are seeing a flattening of 
the curve, resulting in a contin- 
ued decline in peak hospital 
census projections. Instead of 
positive cases doubling every 
2.85 days, as they were previ- 
ously, the current trajectory is 


Courtesy of the CRVA 


Novant Health and Atrium Health say they do not need to build a 
field hospital at the Charlotte Convention Center at this time. 


Carl Armato wrote. 
The letter is a dramatic shift 

rom Tuesday, when Diorio had 
informed Mecklenburg County 
commissioners that the 
Charlotte Convention Center 
would be the “preferred” site of 
a field hospital. 

“As a result of our combined 
efforts, we believe we are now 
in a position to meet the 600 
medical beds needed that were 
previously requested in a field 
hospital, assuming the effects of 
social distancing trends contin- 
ue the current trajectory,” 
Woods and Armato said. 

But they said the Charlotte 
Convention Center — a key 
venue for the Republican Na- 
tional Convention this August — 
should still be considered as a 
“viable option” in the future, 
depending on the trajectory of 
the local COVID-19 outbreak. 

Diorio said Tuesday that the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency would pay for 
construction of the field hospital 
if it’s needed, with Atrium and 
Novant covering any other 


customerservice showing positive cases now Wednesday. within their existing facilities, funding. The hospital systems 
harl @ doubling every 6 days,” Atrium Both hospital systems have Atrium Health CEO Eugene 
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